
TERM 4 2022 

NEWSLETTER

This year has certainly flown by and has been full of 
challenges as we all continue to deal with COVID-19, other 
illnesses and the mysterious injury cycle that seems to have 
resulted from everyone embracing getting back into their team 
sports! 

We set several goals this year. Firstly, a big restructure of our 
clinical and operational teams to prepare us for growth and 
to ensure we kept striving to improve our connection with 
families. The team have been through a lot of change and 
embraced it with their amazing flexibility and commitment 
to Abacus.  Secondly, we set out with the aim to get as close 
as possible to not cancelling any students. Little did we know 
the year of illness and injury would make this an impossible 
task, harder than ever before, but we will keep trying. Thirdly, 
to open our new centre, in turn providing more access 
to services, which we have done with the opening of the 
Discovery Centre. A huge investment of time and energy, by 
many people across our community, has made this centre a 
possibility, and we are tremendously grateful.

Our key focus in 2023 will be to stabilise our growth in the 
new centre, moving to 56 sessions daily across all three 
centres and further embed our organisational values of 
creativity, connection, playful with purpose and thriving, whilst 
continuing to provide excellent outcomes for our students and 
families. Our parent coaching sessions have commenced 
and are providing an opportunity to reflect on actions and 
strategies that promote each parent’s ability to support their 
child’s participation in family and community activities. We 
aim to add more modules to this program and look forward to 
our ongoing delivery to all families.

As we head into the festive 
season I want to wish all our 
families, students, staff and the 
Board a very happy, and restful 
break. We thank you for all your 
support over the year.

Taimi Clinch 
Chief Executive Officer

Message from our CEO
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DIARY DATES 2022/23

Friday 23 December 2022 

Abacus end of Term 4

Wednesday 28 December 2022 
- Friday 13 January 2023 
Holiday Program - fully booked

Monday 16 January 2023  
Term 1 2023 commences

Thursday 26 January 2023 

Australia Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 1 February 2023 

Play for Purpose Raffle  

Early Bird Draw Closes

Monday 13 March 2023 
Labour Day Public Holiday

Thursday 16 March 2023 

Play for Purpose Raffle  

Draw 18 Closes

Abacus School helps prepare 
our students to take their all 
important next steps...
We have 16 students graduating from Abacus in the coming months. Many are 

participating in Abacus School and our school transition program is already 

underway. Abacus School will run in the first two weeks of Term 1 and there are 

many excited students who are ready for their next adventure. 

Thursday 6 April 2023 

Abacus end of Term 1 
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Farewell Sallyanne - we wish you all the best

Hot day must haves

Sallyanne was living and working in Portsmouth, England when she applied for a position at Abacus. 
We gladly welcomed her on board given her experience in working with Secondary School students 
with high behaviour support requirements. She made an immediate good impression when she and 
her now husband, came to the 2017 Abacus Gala before she had even stepped foot in the Centre. 
What a way to meet your new team-mates!

While working with us as a therapist, Sallyanne pursued further education and qualified as a 
Registered Psychologist in 2020. We were thrilled to employ her in this role where she has been able 
to provide counselling services and standardised assessments, two sought after services that we 
often had to refer our clients to external providers to receive. 

Sallyanne has been working with us and employed with another provider, across two incredibly 
challenging years of the pandemic and has remained positive and committed to supporting autistic 
children and their families throughout. 

We are now sad but excited to farewell Sallyanne to start yet another journey, this time one of first-
time parenthood! Congratulations to Sallyanne and Simon and while we will miss you and thank you for the years of incredible 
service provision, we look forward to meeting the newest addition to your family.

With Sallyanne’s departure, we are no longer continuing with our psychology service. 

If you or any member of your family feel you need the support of a psychologist, please speak with your GP.

With the summer weather warming up it is important to 
check ahead for hot days and send your child to Abacus 
with everything they may need.

Our staff will set up lots of water play activities to help 
everyone stay cool and refreshed. Lemonade icy-poles are 
also made available to students on particularly hot days.

Hat
Extra drink  

(if child doesn’t 
like water)

Cool 
clothing

Spare set 
of clothing 

(water play)
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You may have noticed our new branding, which was unveiled at the 
recent Gala Dinner (including a custom-made Rebel Donut!). 

The logo, typography and colours are designed to convey our 
brand’s hope, joy and inclusion. 

The Abacus ‘rainbow’ logo features the following design elements:

• the distinctive lime green coloured arch represents our core early 
intervention service and our families journey with us.

• at the end of the arch, the coloured beads illustrate the next steps 
for our students as they transition to other services both within 
and beyond Abacus.

• our core promise of ‘achieving with autism’.

The roll-out of our new look will continue in 2023 and we thank Kylie Coad from Coad Design for donating her time and marketing 
expertise to this project.

New branding unveiled
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In addition to our wonderful new logo, our centres now have official names with corresponding colours. Our team are still getting 
used to the names of the centres, but we hope it makes it easier for you to know where activities are being held as we start to utilise 
the centre names. Students might be able to spot the centre based on the colour!

Foundation
Centre

Discovery
Centre

Endeavour
Centre

Making it easy to identify our centres

Foundation (Orange) 

Our first building 
established at the High 
Street site that has 
set the foundations 
for our future growth 
(previously known as 
site 1).

Discovery (Green)

Our newest centre 
at the High Street 
site and the place 
where families 
discover our service 
and commence their 
Abacus journey.

Endeavour (Blue)

Our Church Street 
site where we 
endeavoured to 
take the first steps in 
expanding our service 
in 2019 (previously 
known as site 2).
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After years of waiting and anticipation, our new Discovery Centre was finally 
completed in late October 2022.

Thanks to government support this purpose-built facility can now help many more 
families access life-changing early intervention for their children.

Designed to ensure optimal spatial and sensory conditions, Ausco collaborated 
closely with the Abacus team to deliver a space that considers sightlines, 
acoustics, lighting, movement, accessibility and child safety.

Energy efficient, the development features 1:1 therapy rooms, gross motor-skills/
lunch room, sensory room, group therapy area and dedicated office/meeting 
spaces. 

We are hopeful that with ongoing community support that this centre will set the 
standard for future centres as we seek to meet the demand for early intervention 
services and provide insight into interior design for autistic people. 

Our official opening will be held in February 2023 (we are currently waiting on 
confirmation of dates from the Minister office) and we look forward to inviting 
you all to come along. 

In the meantime, if you would like a tour please contact Chloe Mickelburough on 
5979 8891, who will book you in with one of our senior team members.

ONGOING WORKS

In coming months, works will 
continue around our High 
Street site including new 
fencing, building signage and 
power supply upgrades. We 
will advise of any upcoming 
disruption / restricted access 
once works are confirmed.

Please Note: Our Working 
Bee is temporarily on hold 
until electrical works are 
completed by Western Port 
Secondary College.

Discover our new Centre
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As a registered charity and for-purpose organisation, we are always in 
need of a helping hand from our community and the last few months we’ve 
had so many people willing to help make a huge difference.

Our team are grateful for the vast array of suppliers who urgently delivered 
items (at a significant discount) for our fit-out. 

We are so lucky to have Justin Coad from Coad Electrics, the team at Red-IT  
Services and our volunteer carpenter, Sing who all provided their time pro-
bono and installed so many items for us.

And we send a very big thank you to all the volunteers who came to Abacus 
with their tools on the weekend of the 22-23 October to help assemble a 
mountain of flat packs and move tonnes of cardboard. 

Everyone’s generosity meant we were able to open the doors within a week 
of getting the keys! It was an incredible team effort. 

In September a lovely team of 
helpers painted all our therapy 
spaces at our Foundation Centre. 

Across two days 35 volunteers 
scrubbed, taped, and painted our 
centre and it looks marvellous. 

A huge thanks to Bunnings 
Warehouse, Taubmans and Monarch 
for not only donating your time but 
also the paint supplies and tools.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

It literally takes a village!
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Helping Amik perform with confidence
It is always rewarding for the Abacus team to hear of the wonderful 
achievements of past students, and we particularly appreciate those 
families who allow us to share their stories with our community. 

Sometimes an achievement can seem quite insignificant to someone 
who does not comprehend the complexities of the autism spectrum. Our 
Abacus community does understand how meaningful all achievements 
are, and we thank Amik’s parents for sharing this story.

Amik started his Early Intervention ABA program at Abacus in early 
2020, and then the Abacus School program in January 2021, prior to our 
therapists assisting him transition into Primary School. 

“His first year of school wasn’t great” said his Mum, “but the team at 
Abacus gave us the motivation, support and encouragement to get 
through it”. 

Amik was overwhelmed in the school environment and his anxiety made 
participating in school extremely difficult. Abacus extended the school 
transition throughout his Prep year to coach school staff on how best 
to support him through systematic desensitisation to the busy and noisy 
environments and giving him access to breaks in quiet environments when 
he needed them. Now in Grade 1, he requests breaks far less frequently.

Amik attends a Count on Abacus session once a week after school and the 
consistent support working on positive self-talk, expressing his emotions 
and confidence-building has really helped him. 

“I like it because he gets one-one learning and he really enjoys himself. We still have a long way to go but he is doing very well. We 
are very happy and feel very lucky. Amik wouldn’t be where he is without Abacus”, said his Mum.

Attending school assembly was an activity that was initially not possible during his Prep year, so it was a proud moment for Amik’s 
parents when he recently performed on stage at assembly and also spoke a few lines. 

Amik is an active participant and contributor to his class and his school and we are immensely proud of him!

THE STARFISH NIPPERS 
PROGRAM 

Starfish Nippers Australia, the life 
saving skills program designed for 
children and young adults with a 
disability 6 years and older.

A great summer program to get 
involved in. For more information

www.starfishnippers.com.au

http://www.starfishnippers.com.au/
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Family feedback helps us improve our services

YOUR CHILD
Source: Annual Client Survey, August 2022

Your child is experiencing a range of positive opportunities

Your child is nurtured and challenged in their learning environment

Your child’s qualities are known and appreciated by staff

Your child is happy to come to Abacus

Strongly agree Agree Neutral

PARENT / CARER SATISFACTION
Source: Annual Client Survey, August 2022

You would recommend Abacus to others

You are positive about the centre and its future

Your satisfaction with Abacus is high

Strongly agree Agree

ENVIRONMENT
Source: Annual Client Survey, August 2022

The environment feels safe and secure

Abacus tries to bring out the best in each child

Abacus is a positive and caring place

Strongly agree Agree

Our annual client survey was distributed in August 2022 and the results were excellent. We value all feedback as it makes us a 
better service and are grateful to those who participated.

We consistently receive excellent results in parent and carer satisfaction and the learning environment and approach, and this year 
was no different with 100% of respondents agreeing. 

We will be working on improving ‘getting to know your child’s therapy team’, with a helpful resource coming out in early 2023.
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‘Achieving with Autism’ Gala Dinner FUNdraiser
The ‘Achieving with Autism’ Gala Dinner is a very special night on the Abacus calendar and has been our major fundraiser since the 
inaugural dinner in 2013. The 2022 event was a fantastic evening full of lots of laughter, fun, dancing and celebration with many 
Abacus families, staff, board members and long-term supporters in attendance at this special event.

Abacus team member, Bryn Inglis helped kick off the evening with his comedy styling followed by an important part of the evening 
where one of our Abacus parents talk about their families journey. This year, Michelle Levanic shared a heartfelt video kindly 
created by Elly Temelcos, Ollie Manton and Laurence La Rosa from Organic Films. There was a wave of great empathy for their 
initial struggles and not a dry eye in the house after hearing the difference Abacus has made, and continues to make, to their lives.

Pivotal fundraising events like the Gala Dinner ensures we can manage the upkeep of our facilities. We thank everyone who came 
along and helped us raise nearly $45,000, this will go a long way towards covering the cost of renovations to our Foundation Centre.
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An amazing 
donation that 
everyone will notice

Committed volunteers wanted to join our 
Board of Directors

QMS Media kindly donated a Digital Outdoor 
Advertising Package to our Gala Dinner auction and we 
are pleased to announce that ‘Enchanted Adventure’ 
were the successful bidders.

Their ongoing support means a great deal to us and 
we extend an extra special thank you to them for their 
generosity.

Keep an eye out in 2023 for the Enchanted Adventure 
billboard which will help advertise this award-winning 
natural attraction nestled in the beautiful hinterland of 
Arthurs Seat on the Mornington Peninsula.

Their park features something for both adults and kids, 
from the epic Tube Slides to Tree Surfing courses, giant 
brainteaser puzzles, Canopy Walk, Sky Scramble and 
more. Visit their website to discover your own adventure.

https://www.enchantedadventure.com.au 

Serving on a board is a wonderful way to support a cause that you care about.

Individuals who serve on a board have the opportunity to develop and grow as 
leaders, cultivate new skills and expand their network.

The current Board of Directors is comprised of a collaborative group of talented 
professionals who are committed to helping Abacus achieve its mission.

Opportunities exist for people with the passion, skills, enthusiasm and time to 
make-a-difference to this amazing life-changing charity. 

To find out more and how you can apply please visit our website and download 
a copy of the board information pack

www.abacuslearning.org.au/about/governance/

https://www.enchantedadventure.com.au
https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/about/governance/
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Abacus Learning Centre Ltd   ABN 64 122 901 704   

PO Box 266 Hastings VIC 3915   

T. 03 5979 8891   E. info@abacuslearning.org.au   

www.abacuslearning.org.au

The new Play For Purpose Raffle 18 gives you 
the chance to win a $250K first prize pack 
including a $160,693 BMW X5 xDrive45e 
luxury SUV and $89,307 in cashable gold 
bullion and hundreds of other prizes.

Supporters who buy a ticket by Wednesday, 
1 February 2023 (11.59 pm AEST) will be 
entered into the Early Bird Bonus Draw to win a 
$10,000 WISH voucher. 

Every $10 ticket purchased helps support 
Abacus and we appreciate everyone who 
continues to support our cause.

https://playforpurpose.com.au/ 
abacus-learning-centre Best wishes for the festive Holiday 

Season and a very Happy New 

Year from everyone at Abacus

New Year, Great 
New Prize Pack!

https://playforpurpose.com.au/abacus-learning-centre
https://playforpurpose.com.au/abacus-learning-centre

