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Less than 4 weeks to go!

The ‘Achieving with Autism’ Gala Dinner is a very special night on the Abacus calendar.

A night for dressing up, meeting new people, catching up with past and present Abacus 
families and staff, as well as our Board of Directors, community members and businesses 
who support our registered charity. 

With the opening of our new centre, we are working towards an important goal of 
raising funds to help renovate our existing centre. To this end, we have a wonderful 
range of items up for grabs in the silent and live auction including Digital Outdoor Media 
Packages, kindly donated by QMS. 

At the moment, just over half of our tickets are sold and we encourage you to invite as 
many people as you can to help us fill the very large function room at the Southern Golf 
Club in Keysborough. 

We hope you will join us on Saturday 8 October 2022 from 7pm-11pm  
for a very enjoyable evening celebrating the achievements of the 
Abacus team, our students and their families.

Taimi Clinch 
Chief Executive Officer

Message from our CEO

Gala Dinner 
Update Abacus Parent, 

Monique Cain, 

presenting at the 

‘Achieving with 

Autism’ Gala 

Dinner in 2018
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So, what is the Achieving with Autism Gala?

Former Victorian Premier Denis 

Napthine and his wife Peggy, pictured 

at the Gala Dinner with Lauren Wicks.

Guests enjoying the ‘Achieving with Autism’ Gala Dinner held at the Mornington Racecourse in 2013, 

2014. 2015 and 2017

The ‘Achieving with Autism’ Gala has been 
our major fundraiser for Abacus since 
the inaugural dinner was organised by 
Danielle Grant in 2013. Since then some of 
our wonderful Abacus mums and Board 
members have kept it going.

It is a night of fun, dancing, laughter and 
tears, all whilst raising funds to help our for-
purpose organisation continue providing 
centre-based therapy for young autistic 
people. 

A very special part of the evening is when 
one of our Abacus parents share their 
family’s journey with Abacus. Despite often 
resulting in tears of empathy for the child’s 
struggles, there are always tears of joy for 
the hard work and successful outcomes 
that have come about through their 
engagement with ABA at Abacus. 

This year Michelle Levanic will share her 
story via a beautiful video which will be a 
highlight! 
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A request for Abacus parent, Michelle 
Levanic to speak at this year’s Gala has had 
unexpected results. 

Michelle asked her good friend and 
colleague, Elly Temelcos from Organic Films 
to produce a video to tell her family’s story 
instead.

Writer and producer, Elly agreed and visited 
Abacus in July to talk through the logistics of 
shooting the video on-site. 

Following conversations with Michelle and 
some of the Abacus team, Elly became 
interested in our story. She has graciously 
donated her time to also produce a second 

Helping tell our stories...

short video which can be used for promotion 
and projects such as grant applications.  

Elly, along with her production team of 
cinematographer, Ollie Manton and sound 
recordist and editor, Laurence La Rosa, were 
on-site at 7:30am on a Sunday to start a long 
and productive day of interviews and filming. 

We are extremely grateful for their time and 
expertise, and to Michelle and daughter, 
Olivia for sharing their story and bringing 
about this fabulous opportunity. 

We eagerly look forward to viewing the first 
video on Gala night! 

It takes a village to help make fundraisers 
like our Gala Dinner a success.

We would love your help in letting as many 
people as possible know about our cause, 
our Gala Dinner and the amazing auction 
items on offer.

Share details of our gala!
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Fundraising goal... renovate our existing centre

From this.... ...to this

We are working hard to raise funds for renovations to our existing centre including: 

•  Recladding and sealing of the roof space

•  Repairing worn downpipes and guttering

•  Cleaning and repainting exterior surfaces 
including window frames

•  Installing Solar Window Film in therapy rooms

• Replacing worn carpet tiles

The proposed repairs will result in 
a more energy efficient building 
and provide a better learning 
and working environment for our 
students and staff. We hope you 
will help support our efforts to 
make our dream a reality.

Our Gala Fundraising Auctions explained

The silent auction allows guests to 
browse items on display and then use 
the Ballot Bidding® forms on their tables 
to lodge a one-off maximum bid against 
the items that interest them.

The live auction allows guests to compete for 
an item as the auctioneer calls out the dollar 
amounts. 

Both auctions require guests to be present on the night. If you are unable to make it our 
event perhaps ask a friend or family member to bid on your behalf.
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Silent Auction - something for everyone!

Please note: Silent Auction Items are subject to availability and travel validity, Airfares are not included and other terms and conditions 
may apply. Further details will be provided in the Gala Dinner Ballot Bidding form.

Item Starting Bid

Cricket Bat signed by Bradley John Hodge  $100 

Half a dozen bottles of Rochford wines  $100 

Range of Gift Hampers and Gift Baskets  $100 

Imastery Productivity Coach Gift Voucher  $100 

Winey Cow Restaurant Gift Vouchers  $100 

Handmade Quilted Coverlets  $100 

Chief’s Sons Whisky Gift Set  $138 

BUSY SHE leather handbag combo set  $168 

Ego Skincare Hamper  $250 

Fresh water pearl earrings by Ian Frances Jewellery  $350 

Casey Stoner - Signed and framed racing glove $350

Daisuke Matsuzaka - Signed baseball $400

Office Massage for up to 18 people $500

Ultimate Flight Simulator Package $600

INXS - 'Kick' Tour Cowboy Boot worn by guitarist Tim Farriss $700

Mao's Last Dancer - Signed and framed pointe ballet shoe $750

David Bromley – Dual 'Children' framed print set $900

Bellarine wine tour for 4 guests $1,250

Ash Barty - Signed tennis racquet $1,400

Essendon Football Club Training Session for 2 $1,450

Whiskey Tour and Masterclass for 10 people (Perth) $1,500

Magnificent Melbourne Experience for 2 at the The Rialto $1,700

Adventurous Auckland for 2 at the Sofitel Viaduct Harbour $1,700

Perth Perfection for 2 at the 5 star Pan Pacific $1,900

Bowral Yoga Retreat for 2 on 25-27 November 2022 $1,950

Private half-day Deep Sea Fishing charter for 10 guests $1,990

Hunter Valley Hot Air Balloon Flight for 2 $2,100

Sunshine Coast - 3 night long weekend for up to 8 guests $2,495

Helicopter ride in the Hunter Valley for 2 staying in a boutique resort $2,700

Phuket Hideaway - 7 nights for 10 guests $6,250

New Year's Eve Sailing on Sydney Harbour for 8 guests (31 Dec 2022) $6,400

Our volunteers and the team at Helping Hand Group have put together a range of 
unique holidays, experiences and memorabilia for our silent auction.
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Your generous donation entitles you to a QMS 
digital out of home or IMPULSE campaign, valued 
at $50,000. 

Now, that’s something to make your campaign 
Out of the Ordinary.

Please contact Vanessa Stewart at 
vanessa.stewart@qmsmedia.com or 0420 799 667
to redeem your media package. 

Certificate #135

ABACUS GALA FUNDRAISER
2022

CONGRATULATIONS
AND THANK YOU!

Conditions: This media package is redeemable at market rate and excludes 
production & installation fees. Timing and location is at the discretion of QMS,
however we will endeavour to work with you to meet your campaign requirements. 
This media package is subject to QMS’ usual media contract and must be utilised 
over and above any contractual commitments, be communicated at the time of 
briefing and is not to replace booked revenue. 
Media package is valid from January 2023 – September 2023. 

Your generous donation entitles you to a QMS 
digital out of home or IMPULSE campaign, valued 
at $50,000. 

Now, that’s something to make your campaign 
Out of the Ordinary.

Please contact Vanessa Stewart at 
vanessa.stewart@qmsmedia.com or 0420 799 667
to redeem your media package. 

Certificate #135

ABACUS GALA FUNDRAISER
2022

CONGRATULATIONS
AND THANK YOU!

Conditions: This media package is redeemable at market rate and excludes 
production & installation fees. Timing and location is at the discretion of QMS,
however we will endeavour to work with you to meet your campaign requirements. 
This media package is subject to QMS’ usual media contract and must be utilised 
over and above any contractual commitments, be communicated at the time of 
briefing and is not to replace booked revenue. 
Media package is valid from January 2023 – September 2023. 

Live auction items everyone will take notice of!

Conditions: This media package is redeemable at market rate and excludes production and installation 
fees. Timing and location is at the discretion of QMS, however they will endeavour to work with you to meet 
your campaign requirements. This media package is subject to QMS’ usual media contract and must be 
utilised over and above any contractual commitments, be communicated at the time of briefing and is not 
to replace booked revenue.

Media package is valid from January - September 2023.

Rare opportunity to bid on a high impact digital media package to promote your 

product or service and help Abacus raise funds to provide therapy for autistic children.

2 x QMS Digital Out of Home or IMPULSE campaign

Valued at $25,000 each
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Unable to make it to the Gala?

Professional Golf Experience for 3

Starting Bid $2,250
You and two guests will play 18 holes of Golf for 5 hours with award winning 

PGA teacher and Golf Professional, Peter Croker. Play at the prestigious 

Moonah Links, venue for the Australian Open and one of the longest courses 

of its type in Australia. This incredible package also includes a warm-up clinic 

and a 90 minute after play Analysis and Customized Lesson as well as green 

fees, Golf Cart, light Lunch and Tea or Coffee for 3. Weekdays only.

Bali Pool Villa, Seminyak 7 nights for 6 guests

Starting Bid $2,495
Relax in a comfortable 3 bedroom (ALL with ensuites) Villa. Stay just 600m from 

Seminyak Beach and sitting next to the famous W Hotel, with its incredible 

Restaurants & Bars! Comfortable living quarters, your own Private Pool, 

Manager, Maid, Pool/Gardener & Security. Airport transfers are included and 

In-house SPA services/Chefs are available (at extra cost). You have 2 months 

to make contact & secure your travel dates. Subject to availability, with a 24 

month travel validity. Other T&Cs apply.

CHIN CHIN – Private Chef’s Table for 10

Starting Bid $2,900
This exclusive ‘money can’t buy’ experience includes a bespoke/customised 

‘Feed Me’ Menu designed and curated by Executive Chef Benjamin Cooper, 

who will also provide a signed Cook Book for your group! You will delight 

in paired Wines, matched by the head Sommelier. Australia’s premier take 

on South-East Asian food, award-winning CHIN CHIN is in the heart of the 

Melbourne CBD. This experience can be enjoyed on Sunday to Wednesday 

Evenings for Dinner, subject strictly to availability (outside Christmas period). 

Other T&C's apply.

You can still help us reach our goal by donating to 
our registered charity. Abacus has DGR status, so all 
donations over $2 are tax-deductible.

One-off and monthly donations can be made via direct deposit, cheque or online 
via GiveNow for further details please visit www.abacuslearning.org.au/support

https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/support


Abacus Learning Centre Ltd   ABN  64 122 901 704    215 High Street and 1 Church Street (PO Box 266) Hastings VIC 3915

03 5979 8891 or 03 5911 7024                       info@abacuslearning.org.au               www.abacuslearning.org.au 

achieving with autism

gala
8 OCTOBER 2022

The Southern Golf 

Club, corner of Lower 

Dandenong Road and 

Springvale Road in 

Keysborough is booked.

Helping Hand Auction 

Group are ready to 

collect silent and live 

bids and help us raise 

much needed funds.

The Easy Street Band 

are looking forward to 

entertaining everyone 

and keeping the 

dance floor full.

All we need now is for more people to come along on 
Saturday 8 October 2022 from 7pm-11pm to support our 

amazing cause and make the night a special one.

Early Bird Tickets 
extended to Friday 
16 September 2022

Early Bird Tickets now on 
sale at the reduced price 

of $120 per person (regular 
$150 pp). This includes a 
two-course meal, drinks 
and live entertainment.

*please note: booking and payment processing fees apply

Purchase tickets online www.trybooking.com/CASRG

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=926568&

