
Term 3 2022

Our new building is just weeks away from opening and 

the team have been working hard to offer places to 

students. The new centre will take an additional 30 

students by February 2023 including Early Intervention 

and Count on Abacus. We have been busy recruiting 

new staff to make sure we have a strong team of 

therapists to work across all three Abacus sites.   

I recently visited Learning for Life who share similar 

values to Abacus, providing early intervention services 

throughout Melbourne using a predominantly home-

based model. We discussed the great achievements 

of our students and staff, and the challenges of not for 

profits in the constantly changing landscape of the 

NDIS. 

In other NDIS news, Bill Shorten is undertaking a total 

review of the scheme with a particular focus on 

reducing cases going to the Administrative Appeals 

Tribunal and restoring the original objectives of the 

NDIS. We look forward to seeing a positive impact for 

those who access our service. 

This term we undertook a large reshuffle of students 

across our sites and the students are generally settling 

in well. It is important clinically for cohort matching to 

occur on a regular basis and for us to ensure students 

attend the most appropriate site for their needs. 

Finally, we have experienced many instances of nuts 

on site in the past few months. This poses a huge risk to 

several of our staff and students. We ask that you read 

the comprehensive section on nut products at the end 

of this newsletter so that you can help us to minimise 

the chance of a serious anaphylactic reaction 

occurring. We will be undertaking a quick lunch box 

check at the gate during Term 4 to 

assist in reducing this issue. 

Have a lovely holiday break. 

Taimi Clinch 

Chief Executive Officer

Message from our CEO

Abacus News
learning centre
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Parent counselling services with the Abacus Psychology team 

We are fortunate that our Psychology team has recently increased availability and both Sallyanne 
(Psychologist) and Kellie (Provisional Psychologist) are available on Wednesday and Thursdays for on-site or 
telehealth appointments and cognitive assessments. 

Counselling sessions are available for children, teens and adults and if you are interested, please call the centre 
and speak to Clancy or Nina, or make contact via our website and we can get in touch with you. 

 

 

 

Our first Secret Agent Society (SAS) 
program for 2022 will run in Term 2 and 
there are still some vacancies.  

It you know of anyone who may be interested in their 8-12 year old attending this social skills program, please 
pass on our contact details or point them in the direction of our website. 

For further information, email Kellie on kellie.s@abacuslearning.org.au or info@abacuslearning.org.au. 

 

 

We are very excited to have connected with Play for Purpose, a 100% not-for-profit raffle where people can 
raise funds for their favorite Australian charity, as well as win big prizes! 50% of every $10 ticket goes directly to 
Abacus and the other $5 funds the amazing prizes. On top of that Abacus may also receive an additional 
donation based on the number of tickets sold. How good is that? 

Even better, a new raffle has just opened and tickets can be purchased online now until 9th June.  The raffle is 
drawn the following day and winners notified immediately. Tickets are limited and can be purchased via our 
dedicated Play for Purpose micro-site – see link below. 

There are five major prizes and you can see the first prize pack here: 

 

DIARY DATES

Wednesday 21 September

Abacus end of Term 3

Thursday 22 September

Queens Memorial Public 

Holiday

Friday 23 September

Grand Final Public Holiday

Mon 26 - Fri 30 September

Abacus Term 3 Holiday Break

Monday 3 October

Abacus Term 4 commences

Wednesday 5 October

Lauren’s Art Exhibition 

Official Opening 6-9pm 

(closes 15 October)

Saturday 8 October

Achieving with Autism Gala

Tuesday 1 November

Melbourne Cup Public 

Holiday

Wednesday 2 November

Play For Purpose Raffle 17

Early Bird Draw Closes

Friday 16 December

Play For Purpose Raffle 17 

Draw Closes

Friday 23 December

Abacus end of Term 4

Your ticket helps support our cause
Play For Purpose is a 100% not-for-profit raffle that raises funds for Aussie 

charities and sporting clubs. Abacus is fortunate to be one of these 

charities and a minimum of 50% of every $10 ticket comes directly back 

to us and used to purchase resources for therapy. The other $5 funds the 

amazing prizes that you can win! How good is that? 

From the $2000 raised in our first raffle (Raffle 15) drawn in June, we were 

able to purchase some resources and these awesome trollies (pictured) 

which are very popular with therapists for transferring toys, stimuli boxes 

and folders to and from therapy rooms. 

The next raffle draw (Raffle 17) 

has just opened and we’d love 

it if you would forward this link to 

family and friends who may be 

interested in supporting Abacus by 

purchasing a ticket. 

Hopefully we can get some 

winners this time! If not, at least Abacus is a winner in that we can 

purchase much needed resources. 

https://playforpurpose.com.au/abacus-learning-centre

https://playforpurpose.com.au/abacus-learning-centre
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Parent Information Sessions

Past Student News

A third Parent Information Session for 2022 was held on Monday 29 August. It was well-attended by parents 

who are considering an ABA program for their child. 

Lauren talked about the history of Abacus, her son’s diagnosis, his program and the benefits that are still 

evident as an adult. She spoke about her own late autism diagnosis and how it affects her day-to-day and 

went on to discuss the differences with Abacus therapy in 

comparison to a typical ABA program. 

Nina spoke further on this topic and what it looks like for 

our students. She shared some of her vast knowledge of 

the NDIS, provided tips and answered questions on areas 

such as what to expect at the first Planning Meeting. 

Our next Parent Information Session will be held in October. 

Once a date is confirmed it will be added to our website 

and emailed to both interested parents and those on our 

wait list. 

We recently received a wonderful email from the parent of a 

past Abacus student and we thank Gwen for letting us share her 

news. 

“Thought it would be nice to share with you a lovely surprise for 

Tane at his school recently which was completely unexpected 

considering how hard the last 2-3 years have been with COVID 

lockdowns affecting his school participation.  

Tane was one of the top 17 students in Year 10 to receive an 

academic excellence award at John Paul College for Semester 

1.  This required students to achieve a mark of 85% and above in 

four subjects.  Tane in fact averaged 91.5 % across his subjects of 

core math, science, history and geography.  

As we know this would not have been possible without the early 

intervention Tane received and the in-school support from 

Abacus for so many years.  Plus, not to underestimate the moral 

support we received from Abacus staff who worked with Tane to 

sustain us through when low expectations and judgement were 

placed on him at times in his educational journey.  

Special thanks to Lauren, Emma, Lynette, and Rachel who have 

been there with Tane from the beginning.”  - Gwen & Martin 
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Hidden Talents

Bread and Circuses 
Art Exhibition

At Abacus, we are proud of our team who have a diverse range of skills and 

talents they put to great use at the Centre every day. Some also have talents 

you may not know about, so we thought to show you what a couple of them 

are doing away from Abacus. 

Abacus founder, Lauren Wicks, is having 

her first solo exhibition of artwork from 5-15 

October at One Star Lounge and Gallery, 

301-303 Victoria Street, West Melbourne.  

We asked Lauren how long she has been 

producing artwork. “I only started drawing 

during the first COVID lockdown in early 

2020 and over the next 12 months moved 

into watercolour then acrylic painting.” 

“After my autism diagnosis in early 2021, I 

decided to express the intense reflection 

of my life up to that point through this new 

lens and have done this through a circus/

carnival theme of paintings. I had no 

thoughts of ever showing them until my 

husband convinced me to put some of my 

artwork online. I was shocked at the positive 

feedback and even more shocked when I 

was offered a solo exhibition by the curator 

of One Star! 

Lauren’s ‘Bread and Circuses’ exhibition 

will be up for two weeks from October 5-15. 

Everyone is welcome to the official opening 

on Wednesday 5 October from 6-9pm.  

One Star Lounge and Gallery is open 

Wednesday to Saturday every week.

Opening times may vary so see Google for 

current opening hours.
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Eat This!
Program Supervisor 

Jade O’Donahoo is 

also a food writer and 

author and is currently 

producing a bi-annual 

zine called Eat THIS! 

 Each issue has a 

cultural theme and will 

feature a collection 

of recipes, as well 

as family stories and 

traditions of that 

culture. All recipes are 

meat-free and have 

gluten-free options, 

“as this reflects the 

way I cook and eat at 

home.”

Jade explains. “The 

purpose of the zine is 

not only to highlight 

the traditional 

vegetarian meals from 

all cultures, but also to 

unite people through 

parallels between 

different cultures.  

Eat THIS! is intended 

to make cooking 

and food culture 

easy, accessible, and 

appealing to all!” 

Jade’s latest offering, Issue #2 is the Japanese Issue and is full to 

the brim with information, staples and 40 EASY recipes. “This one 

is particularly exciting as it is a collaboration with many other 

talented individuals:  

When asked about her inspiration for this project she says, “I hope 

this zine inspires readers to look at their own family’s customs and 

keep these precious traditions alive. “ 

http://eatthismyfriend.com/shop/

A former Abacus parent 

has contacted us to 

recommend some 

fabulous sports shoes to 

other parents of autistic 

kids. 

“I’d like to recommend 

Nike Flyease shoes and The 

Converse Flyease sports 

shoe. 

My son has always had 

issues with his fine motor 

skills and the Converse 

Flyease sport shoes have 

been a lifesaver. Kids with 

low dexterity could also 

benefit because you just 

step into them and the 

heel collapses and comes 

back up when your foot is 

inside. My son loves them!” 

- Dad, Liam 

https://www.nike.com/

au/w/flyease-shoes-

1eghpzy7ok

https://www.converse.

com.au/catalogsearch/

result/?q=+flyease  

SPORT SHOE 
RECOMMENDATION

http://eatthismyfriend.com/shop/
https://www.nike.com/au/w/flyease-shoes-1eghpzy7ok
https://www.nike.com/au/w/flyease-shoes-1eghpzy7ok
https://www.nike.com/au/w/flyease-shoes-1eghpzy7ok
https://www.converse.com.au/catalogsearch/result/?q=+flyease  
https://www.converse.com.au/catalogsearch/result/?q=+flyease  
https://www.converse.com.au/catalogsearch/result/?q=+flyease  
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Our refreshed organisational values

Creative Playful ThrivingConnected

turning new 
and imaginative  

ideas into 
reality

play with  
purpose

feeling 
good and 
functioning 

well

everyone 
belongs

On Friday 9 July, staff got 

together for an afternoon 

tea to farewell popular and 

long-time team member, 

Kester Gilbert after eight 

years working for Abacus. 

We met Kester when she 

started in a volunteer role 

in 2013-14 before training 

as an ABA therapist, then 

moving into administration 

and reception roles. The 

whole team send her best 

wishes for the future.  

In August we welcomed 

Trish Collett in the role of 

Finance Administrator. 

Trish will handle all areas of 

invoicing and payroll and 

will step in for Lauren as our 

client’s point of contact for 

billing enquiries.  

Former Assistant Centre 

Manager, Clancy Douglass, 

has moved back to the 

Clinical Team after 18 

months in an administrative 

role. Clancy was previously 

an ABA Therapist for four 

years and our Clinical Team 

are very pleased to have 

her back.  

Also, congratulations 

to these staff who have 

passed our theoretical 

examination in the past 

few months to move to 

an Intermediate therapist 

level:  

• Julianne Delaney 

• Tyra Yte 

• Clancy Douglass 

NEW STAFF AND 
INTERNAL CHANGES

As a part of our strategic planning process, Abacus launched its 

refreshed organisational values recently. They are creative, connected, 

playful with purpose and thriving.

The whole team brainstormed the way they see these values in action 

now as well as what they would like for the future.  Our recent staff 

survey showed that all values are highly regarded as the team rated our 

alignment to each value as four stars or above. 

We take our new staff through the values during their induction, 

celebrate through staff awards, and are implementing a Values and 

Culture project over the next twelve months. We are keen to work with 

families on how these values can be seen in action through the therapy 

we provide. 
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We Take Food Allergies Seriously

Abacus is a nut-free zone, due to staff and students with nut allergies. 

BEWARE - Nuts can often be found in products 

such as: 

• Pesto sauce 

• Trail mix and cereals 

• Gluten-free bread, veggie burgers, vegan 

cheese 

• Curry and satay sauces 

• Marzipan (icing) and macaroons 

• Baked goods, such as cakes, muffins, 

donuts, biscuits 

• Chocolate bars, granola and energy bars 

• Peanut butter, almond butter and other nut 

butters 

TRACE AMOUNTS OF NUTS CAN 

CAUSE A REACTION 

Please check ingredients for 

hidden names for peanuts 

NO Chocolate Nut Spreads 

allowed onsite

NO Peanut Butter 

allowed onsite

• arachidic acid 

• arachis oil 

• hydrolyzed plant 

protein 

• hydrolyzed protein 

• hydrolysed 

vegetable protein 

• mandelona nuts 

• cacaheuta 

• enuts 

• ground nuts 

• goober nuts 

• mani 

• nu-nuts 

• kernel paste 

Unfortunately, nuts can be 

found in many favourite 

products including Nutella. 

This also includes the 

following similar products 

such as Nuttviua, Nutino, 

Coles Smooth spread, 

Pana Organic Chocolate 

Hazelnut spread, Lindt 

Hazelnut spread
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A place for everything...

Community Support
A huge thank you to the staff of UGL Hastings, 

who donated $1500 to Abacus. 

UGL is a diversified services company delivering 

critical assets and essential services that sustain 

and enhance the environment in which we 

live. Their capabilities extend across a broad 

range of services and whole-of-life solutions 

for diverse industries, utilising world leading, 

sustainable and innovative technologies.  

Their generous donation is being used to help 

us purchase resources for our new building.

Thomas Richardson and colleagues from UGL Hastings 

visited Abacus recently to make the presentation to our 

CEO, Taimi Clinch

Some generous members of the 

Abacus team worked during the 

last holiday break to clean up 

and sort toys and stimuli at our 

Church Street site and it looks 

fabulous! 

Therapy items have been 

given new labelled tubs and a 

labelled position in therapy and 

stimuli rooms. This new system 

should improve functionality for 

therapists when setting up and 

packing up therapy sessions.  

The office at Church Street 

has been converted into a 

playroom and the former 

playroom (next door to the 

kitchen) is now a dedicated 

therapy room.  

A big thank you to Bunnings 

Hastings for the donation of 

plastic tubs and Tracy Bond, 

Professional Organiser from Love 

my Pantry for her guidance with 

setting up functional spaces. 

High Street site is currently going 

through the same process but 

a bit more slowly due to the size 

of the centre and how busy the 

site is during the Term.  
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Our new purpose-built centre is almost complete, and we are hopeful of 

being able to move into the space in coming weeks. 

These latest pictures show the large, purpose designed spaces and we 

can’t wait to see our students and staff working in this amazing facility.

We hope you will support our fundraising efforts to help us complete the 

fit-out and start renovating our existing centre. 

Building Development Update

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

In coming weeks, a 

working bee will be 

scheduled for landscaping 

around the new and 

existing centre.

We need volunteers (and 

green thumbs) who may 

be available to help with...

MULCH & 
STONE

PLANTS

GARDEN SUPPLIES

Lots of mulch 

and stone to 

be moved

BYO Barrow & Spade

Planting of 

shrubs and 

ground covers

BYO Gloves & Trowel

If you 

have any 

contacts 

with garden   

supply 

businesses 

that might be able to assist 

it would be appreciated.

CATERING

Providing light 

snacks and 

lunch to our 

volunteers.

Register your interest...

https://www.abacuslearning.

org.au/abacus-landscaping-

working-bee/

https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/abacus-landscaping-working-bee/
https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/abacus-landscaping-working-bee/
https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/abacus-landscaping-working-bee/
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Less than 4 weeks to go!

The ‘Achieving with Autism’ Gala Dinner is a very special night on the Abacus calendar.

A night for dressing up, meeting new people, catching up with past and present Abacus 
families and staff, as well as our Board of Directors, community members and businesses 
who support our registered charity. 

With the opening of our new centre, we are working towards an important goal of 
raising funds to help renovate our existing centre. To this end, we have a wonderful 
range of items up for grabs in the silent and live auction including Digital Outdoor Media 
Packages, kindly donated by QMS. 

At the moment, just over half of our tickets are sold and we encourage you to invite as 
many people as you can to help us fill the very large function room at the Southern Golf 
Club in Keysborough. 

We hope you will join us on Saturday 8 October 2022 from 7pm-11pm  
for a very enjoyable evening celebrating the achievements of the 
Abacus team, our students and their families.

Taimi Clinch 
Chief Executive Officer

Message from our CEO

Gala Dinner 
Update Abacus Parent, 

Monique Cain, 

presenting at the 

‘Achieving with 

Autism’ Gala 

Dinner in 2018

Less than three weeks to go!

Final preparations are being made for our 2022 Gala Dinner event on 

Saturday 8 October.

We thank the parents and Board members who are generously donating 

their time to make the night a success and have sourced a range of 

amazing silent and live auction items to help us raise funds for renovations. 

Read our latest update here... https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/cms/

content/uploads/2022/09/Abacus_GalaDinnerUpdate_Sep2022.pdf

If you would still like to come along, tickets can be purchased up until  

29 September (unless sold out earlier) via the Trybooking website.

https://www.trybooking.com/CASRG

QMS Media have kindly donated 2 x Digital Outdoor Advertising Packages, valued at $25,000 each, to 

be included in our live auction at the Abacus ‘Achieving with Autism’ Gala on Saturday 8 October 2022.

This is an amazing opportunity to promote your business and help raise funds for our charity at the same 

time. Please help us share this with as many people as possible who might be able to include this as part 

of their marketing campaign in 2023.

Further details can be found on our website...

https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/news/promote-your-business-

and-help-abacus/

2 x gala 
auction 
items not 
to be 
missed!

Your generous donation entitles you to a QMS 
digital out of home or IMPULSE campaign, valued 
at $50,000. 

Now, that’s something to make your campaign 
Out of the Ordinary.

Please contact Vanessa Stewart at 
vanessa.stewart@qmsmedia.com or 0420 799 667
to redeem your media package. 

Certificate #135

ABACUS GALA FUNDRAISER
2022

CONGRATULATIONS
AND THANK YOU!

Conditions: This media package is redeemable at market rate and excludes 
production & installation fees. Timing and location is at the discretion of QMS,
however we will endeavour to work with you to meet your campaign requirements. 
This media package is subject to QMS’ usual media contract and must be utilised 
over and above any contractual commitments, be communicated at the time of 
briefing and is not to replace booked revenue. 
Media package is valid from January 2023 – September 2023. 

https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/cms/content/uploads/2022/09/Abacus_GalaDinnerUpdate_Sep2022.pdf
https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/cms/content/uploads/2022/09/Abacus_GalaDinnerUpdate_Sep2022.pdf
https://www.trybooking.com/CASRG
https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/news/promote-your-business-and-help-abacus/
https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/news/promote-your-business-and-help-abacus/

