
Term 2 2022

This has been a very exciting term with the new 

building underway, on-boarding of many more 

students into our current centres, and then the great 

news that we will soon be expanding our service to 

support another 30 young autistic people through our 

early intervention program for 2-6 year olds, and the 

Count on Abacus program for primary school aged 

students. For now, this expansion will be in Hastings. We 

will keep both existing sites and the new building will 

allow us to grow. We continue to explore the City of 

Casey region as a longer-term option for growth.

Abacus has touched the lives of over 600 families since 

its inception. We are so thankful for all the support our 

community has shown us over the past 14 years. We 

really are the epitome of a grass roots organisation 

that was built for the people, by the people.

Our passion for helping autistic people to connect, 

communicate and learn, remains at the heart of 

our service. Whilst the NDIS has helped to secure 

the business model, making our operations more 

sustainable, we are still very much a for-purpose 

organisation with limited finances. This doesn’t 

stop us from having grand plans and aspirations 

for growth and development of both our services 

and our professional team. We rely on donations 

and community support to manage the upkeep of 

our facilities and ensure we have the right learning 

resources and equipment.

We would like to thank all those people who have 

donated their time or money to Abacus, you really do 

contribute to the wellbeing of young autistic people. 

There are many ways to give and we thought it was 

a good time to showcase our 

supporters, as we wouldn’t be in this 

position today, without their belief 

and contribution. 

Taimi Clinch 

CEO

Message from our CEO

Abacus News

learning centre
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From our Abacus Family

‘I support Abacus with direct monthly donations.

I had the opportunity to see first-hand the life-changing work Abacus staff do 

to support children with ASD to achieve their potential. Whilst I was not able to 

continue to provide my time, I am grateful to be able to contribute a small part 

to helping more kids be able to access such an important support service’

John Collins 

Former Abacus Board Member

‘Abacus inspires us as a family and for that reason we make a recurring 

donation to Abacus every month. Abacus makes a difference to so many 

families. When we pass these families during drop-off and pick-up times at the 

centre and see big smiles on their faces leaving with news of the day’s progress 

it brings so much joy to our hearts because we know on those good days the 

relief of thinking ‘it will be ok’, as a parent this is what keeps you going. 

We know eventually Olivia will leave the Abacus family, but our donations will 

not stop. This is the least we can do to help this amazing organisation continue 

changing the lives of autistic children and their families for many years to 

come. We encourage others to do the same and set-up a recurring donation 

no matter how big or small in the hope that additional funds can help even 

more families.’

The Levanic Family

‘It’s been my privilege to support Abacus over the years given their wonderful 

help and support for children with Autism and their families. The Australian 

Government has also invested significantly in Abacus on the basis of their 

achievements in helping children learn to live with and thrive with autism. 

They offer love, understanding and practical support for both kids and their 

families. I have seen and met the families whose lives have been supported 

and witnessed their tears of thanks. I could not be more supportive of Abacus, 

hence Federal support of over $1m for their work. Equally can I encourage as 

many people as possible to support this amazing group of people at Abacus 

doing amazing things to support these beautiful children.’

Hon. Greg Hunt 

Former Federal Member for Flinders and Minister for Health

Meet some of our long-term supporters...
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Tax-Deductible Donations

Our volunteer Board of Directors give so much of their time ensuring 

good governance, connecting us to our local community, providing 

pro-bono marketing, fundraising and more. 

One of the Board’s key responsibilities is to help set direction for the 

organisation through strategic planning which serves as a roadmap 

and tool for assessing progress. 

In addition to their monthly Board meetings, Directors also set aside 

time during the year for a planning day. On Sunday 1 May, Directors 

met with CEO, Taimi Clinch to assess our current goals, objectives 

and priorities. Days like these are an invaluable part of ensuring we 

continually improve and adapt to ever-changing environments.

A big thank you to our current Directors: Craig Robinson (Chair),  

Kylie Coad (Deputy Chair), Justin Bendell and Janelle Leonard  

for their ongoing support and wisdom.

My son is doing great at school, 

and I can’t thank everyone at 

Abacus enough! He has gone 

from not talking when he started, 

to successfully attending Prep. 

Our two years with Abacus 

were amazing and we couldn’t 

believe how much support was 

provided across lockdowns and 

COVID. 

If the team at Abacus ever 

question why you what you 

do, just remember children like 

Kingston. 

Abacus School  

Transition Parent

School 
Transition

Our Volunteer Board of Directors

We are coming to the end-of-financial year so why not take advantage of 

this by making a tax-deductible donation to Abacus.

You may also know of businesses, colleagues, family or friends who like to 

make donations at this time of year, so we encourage you to let them know 

that Abacus has DGR status, so all donations over $2 are tax-deductible.

One-off and Monthly Donations can be made via Direct Deposit, Cheque or via the Give Now webpage for 

further details please visit www.abacuslearning.org.au/support

https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/support/
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New Career Pathways for our Therapy Team

As part of our new career pathways for ABA 

therapists, the first eligible therapists have recently 

gone through a clinical review process to move to 

Intermediate level. 

The process involved undertaking a practical 

and theoretical assessment of clinical skills and 

knowledge. An indication of the level of our team’s 

dedication to therapy skills and knowledge, is that all 

eligible therapists have moved up to an Intermediate 

level and we congratulate them all.

• Bryn Inglis

• Daniel Jones

• Jaymin Moon

• Kalani Slater

• Kirstie Snoxell

• Lauren Hall

With a surge in diagnosis of autism it is little wonder that demand 

for our services continues to grow. 

However, whilst growth is exciting, Abacus is facing a staff 

shortage just like the rest of Australia. “We offer such great careers 

for people wanting a challenging, professional job, and one that 

they don’t necessarily have to go to Uni for” CEO, Taimi Clinch 

said.

Abacus’ Clinical Director and Clinical Manager design and 

oversee the extensive training program for therapists. The team 

receive regular 1:1 coaching and supervision. 

“With the opening of our new centre, we need an additional 

20 therapists, and we are drawing from the local community.” 

Taimi said. Without the staff, many children will be on waiting lists 

for a long time to come and may miss the opportunity that early 

intervention provides to build important skills for the future.

We are currently running an intensive recruitment campaign and 

if you know anyone who might be interested in helping kids with 

autism please direct them to our website for further information

www.abacuslearning.org.au

Recruitment Campaign

“I found the assessment process was a concrete way 

of seeing the personal and professional progress I have 

made while at Abacus.” Jaymin

https://www.abacuslearning.org.au
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Research StudyExciting New 
Member Offer 
from Ritchies The Child Behaviour 

Research Clinic (CBRC) 

is part of the School of 

Psychology, located at 

the University of Sydney 

Brain and Mind Centre in 

Camperdown, Sydney. 

At present, they are 

recruiting for one of their current research trials, 

ParentWorks Spectrum, which is an online parenting 

program and research study for caregivers of children 

aged 2 to 5 years and 11 months, with a diagnosis of 

autism spectrum disorder (Level 2 or Level 3) who would 

like assistance managing challenging child behaviours. 

This treatment program is provided entirely via Zoom and 

available to all families in Australia.

The main aims of the parenting program are to provide 

practical evidence-based strategies to help parents to:

• Manage challenging child behaviours such as 

tantrums, noncompliance, inattentive or hyperactive 

behaviour, sibling conflict, and physical and verbal 

aggression.

• Manage child emotional outbursts and anger. 

• Improve the nature and quality of interactions between 

children and caregivers in the home.

• Improve child social-communication and emotion 

regulation skills.

• Increase parents’ and caregivers’ confidence in 

parenting.

• Improve partner support and working as a parenting 

team with their partner. 

They encourage families to contact them to discuss their 

eligibility and suitability for the clinic and they can also 

assist families to identify other appropriate services when 

required. 

For further information please visit their website

www.sydney.edu.au/ 

brain-mind/our-clinics/

child-behaviour- 

research-clinic.html

An exciting offer for new members 

to join the Ritchies Community 

Benefit Program.

Get the new App or Card and 

nominate Abacus Learning Centre.  

It’s quick, simple and easy to: 

Download, Register and Activate.

A big thank you to those who 

have already joined and selected 

Abacus as their nominated 

Charity. 0.5% of your total monthly 

purchases are donated to Abacus, 

so the more people who nominate 

Abacus the better! You could even 

ask your family and friends to do 

the same.

Visit the Ritchies website to learn 

more

www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty

 

https://www.sydney.edu.au/brain-mind/our-clinics/child-behaviour-research-clinic.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/brain-mind/our-clinics/child-behaviour-research-clinic.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/brain-mind/our-clinics/child-behaviour-research-clinic.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/brain-mind/our-clinics/child-behaviour-research-clinic.html
https://www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty
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A little bit of history... Recent valuable 
contributions

In mid-2015 Abacus Learning Centre faced a difficult time upon 

learning that our lease of the premises in Victoria Street, Hastings 

was to cease at the end of that year. 

We were thrilled when the Principal of Western Port Secondary 

College (WPSC) at the time, Michael Devine, stepped in and 

offered Abacus an unused trade school building on their site. This 

connection with WPSC was made through Abacus’ long-time 

friend and supporter, the recently retired Federal Member for 

Flinders, the Hon. Greg Hunt.

Mr Hunt also provided a game-changing donation, from his 

fundraising ‘Walk for Autism’ around the Flinders electorate which 

ensured we had the building refurbished by early January 2016. 

The race was on, and the support kept flowing. We received 

overwhelming assistance from Abacus families and the wider 

community who helped with numerous working bees and 

donations. In particular Sam Brittlebank who volunteered to 

manage the complete re-fit project, alongside current Board 

Member Justin Bendell. All this whilst managing their own building 

businesses, they freely gave their time to make what seemed 

impossible become a 

reality. Their calls to so 

many suppliers of building 

products to help with this 

urgent and worthy effort 

brought staggeringly 

generous results. 

We are forever grateful for 

their generosity and our 

ongoing partnership  

with Western Port  

Secondary College.

In conjunction with our 

new build we are making 

improvements to our existing 

building at High Street. 

Abacus are lucky enough to 

have the following businesses 

helping improve our facilities....

Bonbeach Heating & 
Plumbing Pty Ltd

Installing our new Ducted 
Heating & Cooling

Upgrading our LP Gas Supply

Installing our new switchboard

Abacus thanks them for their 

expertise and often working  

out-of-hours to get the job done.

Installing our sub-main to 
connect our two buildings
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Building Development Update
It’s all started to happen before our eyes! 

The fencing is up around the site for our new building at High Street and initial ground works have commenced.

Ausco Modular have almost completed construction of the buildings in the factory and are hoping to deliver these 

(subject to weather conditions) during the next school holidays.

For now, parents/carers are still able to drop children off from the gravel carpark outside the front gate, however on 

some occasions this area may be closed for safety reasons. 

At this stage there are no plans for any centre closures during the build process, but we will update current clients as 

soon as information becomes available.

Once our new modular buildings are in place and 

construction is complete, a working bee will be scheduled. 

We will be asking for volunteers from our immediate 

Abacus community as well as 

any family and friends who 

may be available to help. This 

will likely take place in August-

September so a ‘call to assist’ 

will go out before then. 

UPCOMING WORKING BEE
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We 
reached 
our goal!

$2,000

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING OUR 
RECENT RAFFLE

Next... Play for Purpose Draw #16
The team at Play for Purpose have been working hard to bring the next 

raffle prize to life. 

Raffle Draw #16 gives everyone the chance to win not one but TWO fully-

electric cars, a BMW iX xDrive40 SUV and an iconic MINI Cooper SE Hatch 

plus $32K in cashable gold bullion. An amazing prize.

Sincere thanks to all who 

purchased tickets in the 

recent ‘Play for Purpose’ 

Raffle Draw #15.

Unfortunately we didn’t 

have any winners in the 

top five - maybe next time! 

Ticketholders should keep 

a close eye on their email 

inbox as prizes for the 

remaining 390 winners will 

be sent electronically by 

next week, 17 June 2022.

We will let you know how 

the funds raised made a 

difference to our centre in 

the next newsletter.

Plus, there are hundreds of other gift vouchers to be won. Tickets are now 

on sale and if you purchase your tickets before 11.59pm AEST Wednesday 

3 August, 2022 you will also be entered into the bonus draw to win a 

$10,000 Ultimate gift card for Home Voucher.

To buy tickets visit www.playforpurpose.com.au/abacus-learning-centre

https://playforpurpose.com.au/abacus-learning-centre
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Reminder

DIARY DATES

A friendly reminder that our centres are a nut free zone. 

Children who suffer from nut allergies can develop a 

severe, potentially life-threatening allergic reaction. 

If someone has a nut allergy it is not just eating nuts 

that can cause a severe reaction, just being touched 

on the skin or smelling the breath of someone who 

has had nuts or a product containing nuts can trigger 

anaphylactic shock (which can cause breathing and 

swallowing difficulties).

We ask that no nut products are contained in lunch 

boxes or brought into the centre. For example; peanut butter sandwiches, chocolate spreads, cereal bars, 

some muesli bars, cakes that contain nuts, peanut butter cakes, sauces that contain nuts - this list is not 

exhaustive, so please check the packaging of products closely.

We appreciate that this is an additional thing to check but we hope that everyone recognises the 

importance of it. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff.

We thank you for keeping our students and staff safe.

Friday 10 June

Play for Purpose Raffle #16

Tickets on Sale

Friday 1 July

Term 2 Ends

Gala Tickets On Sale

Monday 4 - Friday 8 July

Abacus closure

Monday 11 July

Term 3 starts 

Note: Term 3 will run for  

11 weeks and there are  

no public holidays

Wednesday 3 August

Play for Purpose Raffle #16 

Early Bird Last Chance

Wednesday 31 August

Early Bird Gala Dinner

Ticket Sales Close

Friday 16 September

Play for Purpose Raffle #16  

Draw Closes

Friday 23 September

Term 3 Ends

Friday 30 September

Gala Tickets Sales Close  

(unless sold out earlier)

Monday 3 October

Term 4 starts

Saturday 8 October

Achieving with Autism Gala Dinner
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We welcome community 
support including donations, 
sponsorship and advertising 

in our event program.

View our gala brochure to 
see how you can help

achieving with autism

gala
8 OCTOBER 2022

After a sold-out event in 2018, we are pleased to finally announce the biennial 

‘Achieving with Autism’ Gala Dinner will be held on Saturday 8 October 2022.

Bigger Venue

Southern Golf Club 
Corner Lower Dandenong 

and Springvale Road 
Keysborough

Premier Live Band

Easy Street always keep 
the dance floor full with 

a mix of classic and 
latest hits

Heaps of Fun!

Throughout the evening 
enjoy the live auction, 
raffle draw and ballot 

bidding

TICKETS GO ON SALE 1 JULY 2022

Invite your family, friends, staff and clients to help support an amazing cause.

includes a two-course meal, four-hour drinks package and a great night-out.

EARLY BIRD  
TICKETS

ON SALE 1 JULY TO 
31 AUGUST

$120 per person* $150 per person*

REGULAR  
TICKETS

ON SALE 1 SEP - 30 SEP  
(UNLESS SOLD OUT PRIOR)

GROUP  
BOOKINGS
TABLES OF 10

Early Bird $1200*
Regular $1400*

*please note: booking and payment processing fees apply

mailto:info%40abacuslearning.org.au?subject=
https://www.abacuslearning.org.au
https://www.abacuslearning.org.au/cms/content/uploads/2022/06/AchievingwithAutismGala_Brochure_2022web.pdf

